
VIII
Examples: Identifying Documents

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE IDENTIFICATION CARDS

Th e United States Department of State’s Offi  ce of the Chief of Protocol, issues identifi cation documents to foreign 
government personnel who are entitled to immunity. Samples of the identifi cation cards are provided here. Because 
there are diff erent degrees of immunity, law enforcement offi  cers should read carefully identifi cation cards presented 
to them. During business hours (8 a.m. – 5 p.m. EST) questions regarding an individual’s status or immunity should 
be referred to the Offi  ce of Protocol at (202) 647-1985. Aft er business hours, please contact the Diplomatic Security 
Command Center at (571) 345-3146 or toll-free at 1-866-217-2089. 

BLUE bordered 
cards are issued to 
diplomatic offi  cers 
and their families. 
Th ey are entitled 
to full criminal 
immunity and may 
not be arrested or 
detained.

GREEN bordered 
cards are issued 
to embassy 
administrative 
and technical staff  
employees and their 
families. Th is card 
signifi es that the 
bearer is entitled 
to full criminal 
immunity and may 
not be arrested or 
detained.

GREEN bordered 
cards are issued to 
embassy service staff  
employees. Th is 
card signifi es that 
the bearer is entitled 
to immunity for 
offi  cial acts only.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE IDENTIFICATION CARDS-CONTINUED

RED bordered cards 
are issued to career 
consular offi  cers. 
Th is card signifi es 
that the bearer is 
entitled to immunity 
for offi  cial acts only.

RED bordered cards 
are issued to career 
consular employees. 
Th is card signifi es 
that the bearer is 
entitled to immunity 
for offi  cial acts only.

RED bordered 
cards are issued to 
consular offi  cers/
employees and 
their families from 
countries with which 
the U.S. has special 
agreements. Th ey 
are entitled to full 
criminal immunity 
and may not be 
arrested or detained.

RED bordered 
cards are issued to 
honorary consular 
offi  cers. Th is card 
signifi es that the 
bearer is entitled to 
limited immunity 
for offi  cial acts only.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE TAX EXEMPTION CARD

Diplomatic Tax Exemption Cards are designed with state of the art security features that are intended to defeat 
any attempts to manufacture counterfeit versions of these cards. Th ese features include, but are not limited to, the 
use of laser-engraved personalization of data, the inclusion of an optically variable device or Kinegram, and tactile 
micro-text (small raised text).
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE DRIVER LICENSE AND NON-DRIVER ID

Description: Background colors on the front are powder blue fading to pink image of Lincoln Memorial interior; 
lettering is black, with gold OFM logo in bottom right corner. U.S. Department of State driver licenses are designed 
with state of the art security features that are intended to defeat any attempts to manufacture counterfeit versions 
of these cards. Th ese features include, but are not limited to, the use of laser-engraved personlization of data, the 
inclusion of an optically variable device or Kinegram, and tactile micro-text (small raised text).       
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SAMPLES OF U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE-ISSUED DIPLOMATIC 
AND UNITED NATIONS MISSIONS LICENSE PLATES

United NationsDiplomatic Missions
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